Arkansas. T h a t 's clear when you consider how he was spending his retirement. At the time of his passing, he was chairman of the Genesis Technology Incubator and the Arkansas Technology Development Foundation, and president of the Northwest Arkansas Museum Foundation. Previously, he served as chairman of the Wi n t h r o p Rockefeller Foundation and the Fayetteville Community Foundation. He also was a past member of the Fayetteville School Board and the Washington County School Board.
Like other leaders who charted the way before him at Beaver Water District, Lewis considered taking care of Beaver Lake a top priority for the health and welfare of his community. He said as much when he helped write the District's Philosophy of Source Water Protection, published and approved by the Board of
Directors on May 18, 2006: It is our responsibility as citizens and leaders of the Northwest Arkansas community to continue the tradition of long-term thinking and protect the resource that past visionary leaders provided for us. It is that resource that has raised our standard of living and improved countless lives, making possible a sustained economic prosperity unlike any in the United States.
A few BWD Board members and staff recently shared their thoughts about John Lewis for this article. Some of their comments appear below.
David Short, Bentonville, President, BWD Board: "I had known John for a number of years prior to joining BWD, primarily as a competitor in the banking business. After joining BWD in 2002, I really got to know John. His passion for the environment and for education, as well as his love for and support of the Northwest A r k a n s a s region, was evident. John had an incredible ability to look past city boundaries and to focus on what BWD could do for the entire area. He was thinking regionally long before it became popular. " Curtis Shipley, Fayetteville, Board M e m b e r : "John was a visionary. He always had the ability to look way down the line and his leadership on the Board has always been there. He is going to be missed and I think that under his leadership we've taken another strong look at the environment and moved in another direction as times have changed. We're shifting into a new phase of things." Bill Watkins, Rogers, Vi c e President, BWD Board: "John brought a steady, calming sense of leadership to the Board and everything else he did. No matter how stormy the waters, he never got too worked up, just kept his head and led us on. We have lost the connection with our history that John possessed and represented after 30 years of service to the region on the Board. That institutional knowledge will be impossible to replace." Alan D. Fortenberry P.E., CEO, Beaver Water District: "I've known John for over 20 years, 16 years here at the District, six years in a very close relationship with him as President of the Board. He had many great assets that he brought to the Board. One was his vision and ability to look toward the future with an idea of what needed to be done and a means of getting to that point. He fully recognized the importance of planning for the future, environmental stewardship, education, and the critical nature of the commodity that the District deals with. He always said we had to function with 'zero tolerance' for mistakes because our job was to protect the health and well being of our customers. He was a strong supporter of the education of our children and adult population with respect to watershed protection and the treatment and distribution of drinking water. He was able to mesh business aspects of water resources with environmental concerns to provide guidance toward proper stewardship. The loss of
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his leadership abilities, institutional knowledge, knowledge of water resources and environmental matters, and personality will leave a void in the District. Only through the strong leadership of the Board can we secure the future of such an irreplaceable asset as Beaver Lake. We will have to strive to maintain the focus that leaders such as John, Walter Turnbow, the late Hardy Croxton, and others have given to the District. The foresight that these leaders provided in the development of Beaver Lake and Beaver Water District will have to be displayed by all of us in order to secure our future." " We'll be able to deliver more water to the city of Bentonville and the city of Rogers," said Alan D. Fortenberry P. E . , CEO, Beaver Water District. "This will make a big difference for both Rogers and Bentonville, who used to share two water lines, one 24 inches in diameter and one 30 inches in diameter. With the new line, there will be more water for everyone and less need to rely on voluntary conservation measures."
Since April, Crossland Heavy Contractors has been hard at work on the $26.1 million renovation of the Joe M. Steele Water Treatment Plant. When the Steele WTP is completed and back on line in April 2009, it will be rated at 40 MGD a day. This will bring the total treatment capacity of Beaver Water District to a maximum 140 MGD and take care of predicted water needs for District customers through about 2020.
In other news, the District awarded the bid on construction of a new administration building that will accommodate space needs for staff and increase accessibility to the public for educational and other purposes. The project will be built in accordance with Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program, a green building rating system. Estimated construction cost is $4.5 million.
"This environmentally sensitive and education-oriented project was a top priority for John Lewis," Fortenberry said, noting that the late board president took a special interest in the planning, particularly the aspects that concern energy conservation, recycling and reuse of waste w a t e r, planting native and drought tolerant species that utilize water well in the Northwest Arkansas climate, and other aspects of the project. The facility will provide a practical example for groups to tour and see firsthand how to be water wise in building construction, landscaping, and other areas of development.
"One of John's primary interests was education," Fortenberry said. "We ' r e sorry that John isn't here to see this through, but we're even more determined to see that the District accomplishes the goals that the Board has set forth in regard to public education and awareness. This building will be constructed in a way that allows us to educate while providing a significant benefit and value to our customers. The investment in our administration building is a good utilization of our resources. For example, we'll have education kiosks and areas where we can bring in tours for school children. Without education and understanding of the value of water resources, people will not value water the way they should."
Beaver Water District also is hard at work identifying and acquiring land and easements for the Western Corridor Project, a proposed pipeline with a hub west of I-540 to allow District customers to access finished water in a location other than the District's current facilities near Lowell. Under his guidance, the District has undertaken one of the largest infrastructure projects in the state in the $104 million expansion of the treatment facilities. He is a governor-appointed member of the A r k a n s a s Board of Health, as well as a member of both the Academies of Civil and Biological/Agriculture Engineering. F o r t e n b e r r y shared the District's video with about 25 members of the Altrusa Club of Fayetteville at a luncheon held April 5. Christopher M. Kollman, Socorro J. Pineda, and Gonzalo W. Hidrogo h a v e all recently joined the District in the facilities maintenance department. Bob Morgan P.E., Manager of Environmental Quality, a n d Ray Av e r y, Environmental Te c h n i c i a n , both received diplomas on May 12 at the University of Arkansas graduation ceremonies. M o r g a n received his doctor of Philosophy in Engineering with an emphasis in Ecological Engineering , while Av e r y received a master's degree in Environmental Engineering. M o r g a n spoke at the annual meeting of the American Ecological Engineering Society held May 23-25 at Kansas State University. M o r g a n also attended Strategic Conservation Planning using a Green Infrastructure Approach and Wi l d l a n d Urban Interface ing, which attracted more than 2,000 water and wastewater operators and more than 100 exhibitors, while H a g e n B u r g e r a n d M o r g a n provided presentations on Beaver Water District's centrifuge and Beaver Lake water quantity and quality issues for technical sessions. M o r g a n discussed watershed management from a drinking water perspective at the annual meeting of SERA-17 held June 11-13 in Fayetteville.
Trish and Alan Fortenberry
District News & Notes All in all, well over 200 folks came out that day; of that number, 56 people/families completed short surveys letting organizers know how they found out about the event, where they get their drinking water, and what watershed they live in and/or in which they own property. Ten exhibitors participated, several of whom provided hands-on educational activities concerning water quality and the environment. The Mountain Gypsies bluegrass band and native A m e r i c a n flutist John Two-Hawks performed to enthusiastic crowds. 
